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Community Futures
Council is looking at who our communities
will be in the future to make sure that we are
providing the right services and infrastructure.
This information will help us plan and achieve
value for money. The Community Futures
project is looking at population projections for
the next 30 years in the context of community
facilities and scheduled infrastructure work.
So far, we have held workshops in Ohai ad
Nightcaps to discuss the implications of
population change. We have also had research
undertaken by demographers from the
University of Waikato and the University of
Sheffield.
To move this project forward, Council will be
looking at how the lifetime costs of different
infrastructure compare across the District.
We will also be working with residents and
ratepayers to find out what is important in
their areas and how they see the future of their
communities.

6

Community Governance

Council is talking to our Community Boards
and CDAs about how Southland District
should be represented in the future. Local
involvement in the decisions affecting our
District is important and the needs, aspirations
and make-up of our communities means
Council has to consider how best to serve and
engage with its communities going forward.
Proposals on how our communities will be led
will be discussed with elected members this
year and then form the representation review
which we must do next year.

7 Tourism
2016 has seen a boom in tourist numbers in the
south and the predictions are that this will continue.
Milford Sound, in particular, has had about 100,000
more visitors this year than previously. Freedom
camping has increased and so have the issues
surrounding it. Council is aware of the need to be
pro-active in the area of tourism management and
is working with other agencies, particularly in the
Milford area, to look at opportunities to manage
what is happening. Development of a heritage centre
at Curio Bay, along with improved facilities at the
camping ground, is well under way.

8. Bylaws
Council is reviewing three of its bylaws: the
Cemetery Bylaw 2006, the Keeping of Animals,
Poultry and Bees Bylaw 2010 and the Control
of Advertising Signs Bylaw. The purpose of the
Cemetery Bylaw is to enable the Council to regulate
activities and set the standards for the operation of
cemeteries under its control.
Council is reviewing the Keeping of Animals, Poultry
and Bees Bylaw 2010 and the Control of Advertising
Signs Bylaw to ensure they continue to reflect the
needs of communities in the Southland District.
The purpose of the Keeping of Animals, Poultry
and Bees Bylaw 2010 is to control the keeping of
animals, manage animal nuisances and control the
slaughtering of animals in urban areas. The bylaw
does not relate to dogs, which are regulated under
the Dog Control Bylaw 2015.
A bylaw regulating signs would set out where and
how signs can be placed, including rules about size,
placement and construction. It would not regulate
the content of signs. A signage bylaw would regulate
signs that are placed in Council controlled areas
such as roads and footpaths. This bylaw would not
regulate signs on private property, which are covered
by the District Plan.

Questions for the future
1.

What will Southland District look like in 10 years?

2.

Why will townships exist and where will they be?

3.

What do you think are the determining factors that Council needs to consider when looking at the services it provides?

4.

Does Council need to consolidate or retrench?

5.

Roading is Council’s biggest spend and we could continue to spend and have high quality roads but what is the point if no one is driving on them?

6.

What things that Council provides need to be different?

Community Conversations Online
We know not everyone is going to be able to attend the conversations we are holding around the district, so we will be holding an online session on
Facebook on Wednesday June 1 from 5pm to 7pm. Chief Executive Steve Ruru, Group Manager Community and Futures Rex Capil and Mayor Gary Tong
will be online to answer your questions so please go to the Southland District Council Facebook page.
facebook.com/southlanddistrictcouncil
Time: 5pm to 7pm
Wednesday June 1

